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drives many whom love fails to draw. And as a result
there are few villages without a shrine of the great
god.

There are no great sects similar to those connected
with Vishnu ; the worshippers of Siva for the most part
agree in faith and practice. There are, however, classes
of ascetics whose precepts differ somewhat from those
of the great mass of Saivites which call for notice. It
is evident that Vaishnavism is more recent than Saivism ;
and the leaders having broken away from the older and
more stereotyped forms, there has been greater latitude
in the formation of creed and ritual.

The great authority in matters connected with Siva-
worship is Sankara Acharjya. This man was born at
Kerala, or Malabar, and by some is declared to have
been an incarnation of the god. Others say that he was
the child of an adulterous union, for which his mother
was outcasted. For some reason he appears to have
been unpopular, and when his mother died, the Brah-
mans of the neighbourhood would not attend her funeral
ceremonies, or give him any sacred fire to light her
pyre. Sankara obtained this by rubbing his arm, and
having burned the body in the courtyard of his house,
declared that Brahmans should no longer read the
Vedas there, that religious mendicants should not obtain
alms, and that the dead should be burned near the house
where they had lived. After this he lived an ascetic
life, and was engaged in controversy with the leaders of
other sects.

The Dandis, or Staff-bearers. These, and the Tridandis
mentioned before, are the legitimate representatives of
the fourth Asrama, or the ascetic stage, into which the
orthodox Brahman's life is divided. It is competent
for any one to take up the ascetic life at any period,